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save the earth by peaceful means or 
simply take over. 

After siding with councilman Lord 
<e Auron, the council sends Auron and 

~ N his son Rion to earth to offer to the 
Nise of earth all the scientific and 
philosophical advances. 

Upon reaching the earth however, 
the store ship of Lord Auron is thought 
to be an attack of some sort and is shot 
Xx down. The only survivor is the young 
Sboy Rion. 

, Unfortunately the army has found 
\ x Rion and is heading for him. However, 
\eoth are unaware of the third-party that 
IN has witnessed the whole situation and 


Ww) \ wants Rion for himself. 
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RION BRODUCTIONS 


126 WEST LARWILL ST. WOOSTER, OHIO 44691 


Dear Doug, Ryan, Dave, and 
the rest of the gang, 

I have one thing to say about 
Rion 2990: I LOVE IT! 

I am a fan of anything that 
even resembles Japanese com- 
ics, and the art in your book is 
almost- strike that - just as good 
as anything from the land of the 
Rising Sun! I picked up your 
book for the art, read it, re-read 
it, re-read it, etc., etc. until my 
eyeballs nearly popped out. The 
art is great, and the story is 
equal, and that’s what makes an 
excellent book. 

It appears, though, that the 
greatness of your book is not 
well known. Good gracious! It 
has to compete with Robotech 
(but they have God-awful art!) 
and Shuriken (which is not a bad 
book, actually) along witha 
multitude of other odds and ends 
_on the comic rack. I’m sorry to 
report that your books don’t 
seem to be selling like hotcakes 
in these parts at least. But I am 
recommending this book to 
everyone I know. 

One. itty-bitty gripe — it’s 
too bad I have to wait 3. months 
to see the next one, although 
I’m sure it’s worth every second 
of it. 

Derek Holter 
Portland, OR 


Thanks for the recom- 
mendation Derek. Although 
Rion isn’t “‘selling like hot- 
cakes’’ in your area, it still 
seems to be falling into the right 
hands. And if your not crazy 
about three months...we just bet 
your tickled pink about six! Ha- 
Ha, just kidding. 

ok kK 

Dear Doug, Ryan, and Dave, 
I think you’ve got a good 
book here. You’ve got good art 
and a story that could go 
anywhere. I hope this comic 
works out and keeps going. I 
especially liked your ‘‘In 

Remembrance’’ section. 
Mike Rouse 
Bismark, N.D. 
So far so good Mike. Sans 


scheduling problems. We’re go- 
ing to keep it going. That’s right 


folks, Rion is no longer a mini 
series! 
eK Ok 


Dear Mr. Brown, 

Finally! An American artist 
who can do Japanese-style com- 
ics! Tucked back behind the 
horribly ‘‘Americanized’’ 
“*Robotech’’ and ‘‘Voltron’’, an 
intelligent comic book with the 
kind of artwork that I usually 
have to pay my pockets raw just 
to obtain (yes, I am a Japanese 
animation fan). 

Do you like ‘‘Captain 
Harlock’’ or ‘“Gatchaman (Bat- 
tle of the Planets)’’? Iam a fan 
of both shows. Now, I’ve 
become a ‘‘Rion’’ fan too. 

The horror of nuclear war 


. and its effects on the innocent 


lives that it tears and rips to 
shreds is evident in your story. 
Remember the _ terrible 
seriousness of it: Rion now has 
a place in my heart, and we will 
always. remember Prince 
Auron. 

Deanna Groth 

Rochester, NY 


Deanna, Captain Harlock 
and Gatchaman are two of our 
favorites. May we suggest you 
catch ‘Warriors of the Wind”’ 
at your local video shop, 
awesome, totally. 

* Ok 


Dear Ryan: 

I just finished reading Rion 
2990 #1, and I love it. I like 
Rion because he reminds me of 
Astro Boy, and I like Astro 
because he reminds me of 
Mighty Mouse. All three have 
flying ability, superior strength, 
and large eyes in relation to the 
size of his face. 

Will you be selling any of 
the original artwork to the Rion 
2990 series? If yes, I would ap- 
preciate a price list for the cover 
and various pages.. A nice page 
(or pages) of Japanese anima- 
tion style artwork is just what I 
need to round out my comic 
book original art collection. 

Allan Chao 
Burnaby, B.C. 


Astroboy and Mighty 
Mouse, what a combo. Serious- 


PH. (216) 264-6474 


ly though, just so everyone 
knows. Rion artwork is for sale 
from time to time, depending on 
our mood. (Ha) Though most of 
#1 has been spoken for. 
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Dear Doug and Ryan, 

Thanks for sending Rion 
2990. I showed it to my friends, 
and they were very surprised. 

It seems you are con- 
siderably researching Japanese 
comics. Many effect lines and 
speed lines on each panels show 
it. And I think if dialogs are 
written in Japanese, anyone 
can’t find Rion 2990 was drawn 
by American. 

However, there are some 
problems in your comics. One 
is about background. I felt most 
background of each panels was 
too empty, except panels in 
which effect lines were drawn. 
I think this is a big problem for 
your comics. 

Another is about Rion. I felt 
his body proportion was too 
similar to. Atom’s (Astro 
Boy’s), and I think its drawing 
style is old-fashioned. (Same 
thing is applied to the charactor 
who appeared on the last panel 
of the last page.) I’m displeas- 
ed with this. Since the drawing 
style of other charactors is con- 
siderably similar to current 
Japanese comics. (Especially, 
drawing of Robin is most 
similar.) 

I think if you solve these 
problems, your comics becomes | 
much better. 

I hope your next issue will 
be finer than the first issue. 

Ikeda Akihiro 
Tokyo, Japan 

While developing Rion con- 
cept over the past 2 years and 
all the while researching 
Japanese comics, we decidely 
came to the conclusion to take 
the concept and build it around 
what we as a child and the rest 
of America knew of Japanese 
cartoons. Which we will say, 
was very little outside of TV 
shows remembered as Astro 
Boy, Marineboy, Kimba The 
White Lion and Speed Racer. 





Now this accompanied by 
our obsession with Japanese 
comics came together to pro- 
duce. what you hold in your 
hands. Now understandably be- 
ing American and growing up 
subjected to X-Men and the like, 
it was sort of an “‘unlearn what 
you have learned”’ situation. 

And with this second issue of 
Rion, I’m turning Japanese. I’m 
really turning Japanese, I real- 
ly hope more so than the first. 
It’s a natural transgretion. 

Rion is compiled of a vary- 
ing range of influences from 
Tetsuwan Atomu Atom to todays 
Macross, some 20 years of 
Japanese art evolution. 

I hope you'll bear with me 
and have patience, I think I’ve 
come closer to solving those 
problems. Ikeda, thanks for 
your suggestions. Keep ‘em 
comin’. 

* OK OK 
Dear ‘‘Rion’’ people, 

On the ‘‘advance order’’ list 
of my local comic book shop 
there is a section headed ‘‘order 
at your own risk’’. They were 
all American independants. The 
distributor of these somewhat 
obscure comics in Britian is 
Shakey with a capital ‘‘S’’, so 
I had to order them if I ever 
wanted to see them. It turned 
out to be an expensive folly 
when stuff like ‘Entropy 
Tales’’, Coda’’, Blackmoon’’, 
“‘Daffy Quaddafi’’, and 
“L.ILF.E. Brigade’? began to 
turn up. 

However, I’d like to say that 
the arrival of Rion 2990 Comix 
#1 made it all worthwhile. 

As an anti-nuclear protest it 
was eloquent. As a tribute to 
Japanese comics, I can’t really 
judge it, as my experience of 
such is limited to martial arts 
and giant robots. (I HATE giant 
robots.) As a comic strip, not 
considering the previous fac- 
tors, it was pretty damn good. 

Andrew Elliott 
Newcastle, England 


Oops, sorry to hear about 
the giant robots Andrew, they’re 
going to popping up everywhere 
soon. And as ever the bomb is 
bad news. 

* KOK 


Dear Creators and Kibitzer of 
Rion 2990, 

Hello, I am a 14 year-old 
comic book collector. When I 
went to my neighborhood com- 


ic book store and saw Rion 
2990, I thought it was ‘‘just’’ 
another Japanese animation 
comic set in the far-flung future, 
but I did know that it was a 


‘ popular or ‘‘hot’’ comic, and it 


had low distribution, so I decid- 
ed to buy it. Once I opened it 
and read the forward, I realiz- 
ed I should not be so hasty in 
judging a book by its cover (I’m 
not saying it’s a bad cover - 
quite nice). 

I am glad to see such comic 
appear in the field. Comic 
books that actually advocate 
peace (especially in a dedica- 
tion) are far and few between. 
I think the direct-sales market is 
a good place for a comic like 
this to begin, and I am hopeful 
to see more comics like this ap- 
pear, eventually in the mass 
market field. 

I am also doing my part to 
‘‘spread the idea of peace in the 
world, though in a slightly dif- 
ferent way. From October 5 to 
October 19, I am going on a 
peace mission to the Soviet 
Union with other children ages 
7 through 15. A Dr. Gerald 
Jampolsky is organizing it, and 
we plan to meet other children 
and their families, to see how 
they live and think, and to share 
ideas of peace. We are also 
scheduled to meet Mrs. Gor- 
bachova (the spelling is a little 
different than her husband’s) 
and appear on Soviet television. 
You can bet I will bring your 
comic with me. 

I hope many people take 
notice of your work and follow 
your same aspirations, maybe 
the popularity is a good sign. 

Thank you again for creating 
this comic book, and keep up 
the good work. 

Ben Chang 
Alexandria, VA 


We would like to commend 
Ben for doing his part to 
“spread the message of peace’’. 
Every little bit helps. We hope 
more people will follow his ex- 


ample and just maybe we can 


make a. difference. GOOD 
GOING BEN! 
* OK OK 


Dear Doug, Ryan, and Dave, 

Congratulations on the 
release of Rion 2990! I found 
the comic was executed quite 
well and the concept looks like 
an interesting one. The plot and 
dialogue come across clearly, 


Doug, which is an attribute to 
your writing skills. It seems that 
every time I pick up a small 
press comic, I find numerous 
flaws in common sense plotting, 
not to mention the serious pro- 
blems with grammar and 
vocabulary. You’ve done some 
nice work here. 

Ryan, your artwork certain- 
ly captures the flavor of the 
Japanese comics. By story’s 
end, you had certainly conjured 
up images of Astro Boy in 
mind. The characters were 
rendered clearly in that 
“*serious’’ cartoon style. A nice 
job of inking here. ; 

I find it necessary to praise 
Dave’s lettering at this time. It 
looks different than the typical 
comic, which is okay. The job 
is very neatly done and that is 
extremely important in a book 
like this one. Poor lettering 
detracts from a b & w’s art and 
story faster than anything else I 
can think of. I feel that Aircel’s 
SAMURAI is a good example 
of this. 

My one complaint with the 
book? Those titles at the top of 
every page really distracted me 
from the page art itself. I knew 
what comic and issue I was 
reading after the cover and 
editorial page. You’ve wasted 
space that shouldn’t be there 
anyway, as the comic is almost 
half an inch longer than most 
books. I find this to be 
somewhat irritating when it 
comes to standardized bags and © 
backing boards. This is still not 
as serious as I make it sound, 
although I know page layouts 
would look better without the 
titles. 

A job well done! Good luck 
to you with upcoming issues. 

Phillip R. Shirley 
Galion, OH 


Those titles at the top of the 
pages are faithfully reproduced 
in Japanese comic tradition. It’s 
in keeping with the authentisity 
of the style. 
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A majority of Americans want the 
United States and the Soviet Union to 
stop the nuclear arms race. 

They have said so at the ballot box 
and in many opinion surveys. 

Congress should enact this mandate 
now by passing a resolution asking the 
U.S. and the USSR to negotiate a 
verifiable freeze on testing, production 
and deployment of nuclear weapons as 
the first step toward reducing the 
arsenals on both sides. 


STOP 


THE ARMS RACE 


a 
AMERICAN FRIENDS | 
SERVICE COMMITTEE 


3 LANGWORTHY RD. 
NORTHAMPTON, MASS. 01060 
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